
Directions for Digesting
Walter Brueggemannʼs The Prophetic Imagination

The purpose of this series of assignments is to encourage a thoughtful reading of Walter 
Brueggemannʼs The Prophetic Imagination, 2nd ed (Minneapolis: Augsburg Fortress, 2001). 
Agree or disagree with specific ideas (and I hope you will do both), there is much in this little 
book to digest. To meet course expectations for this series of assignments the following steps 
must be followed:

1.  Review the interactive guide questions for the chapter you are preparing to read. It is always 
useful to know what you are hunting before you enter the woods!

2.  Read the assigned chapter carefully. If you are holding your own book in your hand, I 
encourage underlining and making notes in the margins of the book itself. If you do not own the 
copy you are reading, it is helpful to make notes in a separate place as you work through the 
text. Seek statements that suggest the direction of the argument, speak to you personally, or 
invite further investigation. Write them down, including the page number.

3.  Return to the interactive guide and prepare to take on the listed questions. You may do this 
one question at a time as you are reading. Alternatively, it might be better to simply make a note 
of the answers in the margin as you find and pass by them. Digest the whole chapter first so you 
have a larger context. Afterwards, return to your marks (notes) and begin generating your 
response.

4.  When addressing questions, be sure to provide responses to every part of every question. 
Many have multiple parts, and may, for example, ask what the book says and then ask you what 
you think about what the book says.

5.  As I have done in the questions, use the symbol B to refer to Walter Brueggemann. That 
name is just too long and difficult to write out every time! (Sorry, Walter!)

6.  When writing out answers, write according to college standards using complete sentences 
and paragraphs. These days, with computers grammar-checkers and spell-checkers (not to 
mention the Academic Support office in the library), there is little excuse for shoddy writing. 
Excessive errors will detract from your grade. Alternatively, good communication will be 
rewarded.

7.  I expect it will require a paragraph or two to answer each question. No one-word or one-
sentence responses please.

8.  Support your answers regularly by citing page numbers. No outside sources are required for 
this assignment, so simply cite page numbers in parenthesis as illustrated below.

" I find Bʼs description of the prophet Jeremiah to be refreshing. Many authors picture 
" Jeremiah as a gloom and doom character. B argues differently. Jeremiah “embodies the 
" alternative consciousness of Moses in the face of the denying king” (47).



As the example illustrates, any quotations from the book must be isolated by quotation marks. It 
is also recommend to limit the number and length of quotations. Unless asked for specific 
statements from B, it is better to concisely restate his ideas in your own words.

9.  When your work is complete, be sure that your answers are clearly labeled. At the top of the 
page I should find your name, your school mailbox number, and an indication of which chapter 
you are reviewing. At the beginning of each answer, I should find numbers connecting your 
answers to each question from the Interactive Guide worksheet. 

10.  Print out a hard copy of your responses, staple it together, and turn it in at the start of class 
on the day it is due.


