
Study Guide for Exam 3

Data for Exam 3 is drawn from Sessions 10-14 and textbook reading, pages 257-274, 
279-282

Beep slowly Jake carries cocoa
Books of the Prophetic Trajectory (PT) and the Chronistic Interpretation (CI)
Things gained, things lost in the PT: autonomy, land, kingship, and peace
A brief outline (structure) of 1 and 2 Samuel
1 and 2 Samuel, 1 and 2 Kings: Title, date, authorship
Major characters to know: Samuel, Saul, David, Solomon (their story and name-
meanings)
Minor characters to know: Eli, Jonathan, Michal, Joab, Abner, Ish-bosheth, Bathsheba, 
Uriah, Amnon, Tamar, Nathan, Absolom
Jerusalem as Davidʼs capital
Jerusalem as “Temple Town”
Poetry as the frame of the book of Samuel, Hannahʼs song
The purpose of the book of Samuel
According to the textbook, what are the major themes of 1 and 2 Samuel?
How does the book of Samuel answer the request/problem of the book of Judges?
How is Samuel a king-maker and king-breaker?
Why is Samuel unhappy that Israel wants a king?
Israelʼs request for a king; Godʼs answer to that request
The movement of “the spirit” in the story of Saul and David
Through what two events did Saul disqualify himself as king?
Saulʼs anointing as king, Saulʼs death
The movement of the Spirit
Davidʼs anointing as king, Davidʼs affair with Bathsheba, Davidʼs death
According to the textbook, what was Godʼs purpose in choosing Saul? David?
Philistines: What/who are they? From where they come? Why important?
How does the word “house” function in 2 Samuel 7? Why is this text so important?
How does Solomon fulfill the prophecy of 2 Samuel 7? How does he not fulfill it?
Absolomʼs revolt: causes, course of action, and result
What books of the bible are connected to the hand of Solomon?
How and why does Solomon “get” wisdom?
How does the author of 1 Kings assess Solomon? 
Why does Solomon receive a grade of F? To what is his downfall attributed?

Be able to write a short essay on one of these possibilities:

Compare and contrast Israelʼs first two kings
The importance of 2 Samuel 7
Davidʼs adulterous affair and its consequences

Memory Work:  Psalm 51:1-4, 10-12 according to the version published in the preview 
to Session 13


